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The Western Massachusetts
Business Advantage

Everything is closer than 
you think- One hour to Boston 
and Albany; Three hours to New 
York City; Thirty minutes to 
Hartford

Market Access- Home to 
Bradley International Airport, (now 
offering non-stop daily service to 
Amsterdam's Schiphol Airport) and 
Westover Metropolitan Airport, 
home of Skybus Airlines; Central 
location in U.S. Northeast Region; 
Abundant rail and freight services; 
Superb highway connectivity

Knowledge Corridor- The 
Hartford-Springfield region, known 
as the "Knowledge Corridor" is the 
home of 29 colleges and 
universities and 100,000 higher 
education students, creating one of 
the nation’s best-educated 
workforces

Among these schools are 
prestigious and world-renowned 
institutions including the University 
of Massachusetts, Smith, Mount 
Holyoke and Amherst Colleges
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Who We Are
The Economic Development Council of Western Massachusetts (EDC) is a 
private, non-profit corporation providing resources and information to businesses 
operating in or entering the region by aiding in expansion, relocation and 
networking. Our mission is to improve the region through the creation of quality 
jobs and enhanced public and private investment.  

We accomplish this through our own work and the efforts of our eight affiliated 
partner organizations: the Affiliated Chambers of Commerce, Greater Springfield 
Convention and Visitors Bureau, Regional Technology Corporation, Springfield 
Business Development Corporation, Westfield Business Improvement District, 
Springfield Business Improvement District, WestMass Area Development 
Corporation and the Westover Metropolitan Airport. 

What We Do
Online, the EDC provides the data, demographics, daily business news, 
real estate listings and incentives that companies need to choose 
Western Massachusetts for business expansion and relocation.  

On Beacon and Capitol Hills, the EDC advocates for legislation to aid in 
economic and workforce development while protecting the investments of 
the region's companies.  

In the news, the EDC takes firm positions on evolving issues of 
economic development, infrastructure and business legislation.  

In Western Massachusetts, the EDC reviews major projects, prioritizes 
them and pursues funding. 

In the conference room, the EDC meets with local brokers, business 
groups and developers regularly to coordinate efforts and increase 
regional development communications. 

Our HomeField Advantage Approach
HomeField Advantage is the EDC program to retain and expand  existing 
businesses while assisting companies in locating to Western Mass, all 
through a streamlined, single-point-of-contact process.  

Real Estate- Our partnerships with brokers and municipalities can help 
you to grow your business where it is or find a perfect new location. 

Capitol Access- The EDC's partners will help you to obtain financial 
resources, grants, micro-loans, venture funding and incentive programs 
for your business. 

Regional Data and Drive-time Analysis- Access the demographics and 
statistics you need for relocation and expansion decisions.  
 
Peer Networking- Our peer networking programs, industry-specific 
groups and strategic alliances can give your business new opportunities.   

Expanding Markets- Connect with governmental agencies, academic 
resources, international trade assistance programs and more. 

Workforce Development- A variety of recruiting and training 
opportunities, internship programs and grants will solve your staffing 
solutions. 

Academic Institutions- Tap into the resources offered by the Knowledge 
Corridor region by accessing research and intellectual capitol, training 
programs and a highly educated workforce.


