
Manufacturing in Western Massachusetts

The Western Massachusetts
Business Advantage

Everything is closer than 
you think- One hour to Boston 
and Albany; Three hours to New 
York City; Thirty minutes to Hartford

Market Access- Home to 
Bradley International Airport and 
Westover Metropolitan Airport; 
Central location in U.S. Northeast 
Region; Abundant rail and freight 
services; Superb highway 
connectivity

Knowledge Corridor- The 
Hartford-Springfield region, known 
as the "Knowledge Corridor" is the 
home of 29 colleges and 
universities and 100,000 higher 
education students, creating one of 
the nation’s best-educated 
workforces

Among these schools are 
prestigious and world-renowned 
institutions including the University 
of Massachusetts, Smith, Mount 
Holyoke and Amherst Colleges

Western Massachusetts has long been known for a large and 
diverse manufacturing industry employing nearly 40,000 workers. 
In Hampden County alone, manufacturing represents 12.1% of 
the region’s total employment and almost 10% in Hampshire, 
Franklin and Berkshire Counties. 

This industry is focused in developing parts and products within 
the Fabricated Metal, Paper, Computer, Electronics and 
Transportation Equipment industries, used to supply major 
commercial manufacturers in the United States and abroad. 
Western Massachusetts benefits these businesses by providing 
an abundance of infrastructure and a skilled workforce at the 
affordable rates necessary to remain competitive. Many of these 
companies also work within the local supply chain for the area’s 
Aerospace, Defense and Medical Supply industries. 

From a state-wide perspective, this sector is the fourth largest 
employer with 299,477 employees (2006) or 9% of the state’s total 
workforce. The average annual salary in 2006 for a 
Massachusetts manufacturing employee was $65,333, 24.7% 
more than the statewide average of $52,396. 

The current focus of area manufacturers lies within three main 
initiatives: technology development, attracting additional 
manufacturing companies to the area and meeting present and 
future staffing demands. Insuring a supply of skilled employees is 
a region-wide goal being addressed by a partnership of 
manufacturing companies, local colleges, grant programs and 
regional employment boards.

This cluster works extensively with regional industry 
organizations, such as the Western Massachusetts Chapter of the 
National Tooling and Machining Association (WMNTMA), to 
develop and implement new, innovative technologies, 
share intellectual capital and resources, as well as develop 
partnerships with companies who demand precision 
manufacturing conducted in a time-sensitive, cost effective 
manner. 

For further information contact Mike Graney, Senior 
Vice President of Business Development at (413) 
755-1300 or mgraney@westernmassedc.com.

www.westernmassedc.com



Governor's America Corporation manufactures a broad 
range of electronic and electro-mechanical products includ-
ing engine control systems for more than 1000 customers, 
including engine manufacturers and distributors. 
www.governors-america.com

Kollmorgen Electro-Optical develops integrated and 
stabilized, high-performance optronic sensor, antenna, 
masts and weapon control systems for defense applica-
tions with the capability to design, build and test electro-
optical or motion control products. 
www.eo.kollmorgen.com

Hasbro Games is an international leader in the design, 
manufacture and marketing of games and toys. All Milton 
Bradley (founded in Springfield in 1860) and Parker Broth-
ers board games are manufactured in the company's West-
ern Massachusetts facility. 
www.hasbro.com

Lenox has designed, tested and manufactured premium-
performance power tool accessories, hand tools, band saw 
blades, torches, solder and accessories for more than 90 
years. 
www.lenoxtools.com

Savage Arms is a firearms manufacturer of a variety of 
rimfire and centerfire rifles; established in 1894. 
www.savagearms.com

Solutia is a leading manufacturer of chemicals and resins. 
Its Saflex product has the predominant world-wide market 
share for safety glass in automobile windshields.  
www.solutia.com

Smith and Wesson, founded in Springfield in 1852, has 
long been the largest handgun manufacturer in the United 
States and an international leader in the development and 
manufacturing of firearms and accessories. Their products 
are used by the majority of the nation's police departments.
www.smith-wesson.com 

U.S. Tsubaki is a leading manufacturer and supplier of 
power transmission and motion control products and is the 
world's market share leader in roller chain.  
www.ustsubaki.com

Vaupell Northeast Molding & Tooling specializes in medi-
cal device manufacturing, tooling and precision machining 
components for the medical device industry.  
www.vaupell.com

Manufacturing Resources of Western Massachusetts

Western Massachusetts public schools offer a Machine 
Tool Technology Program for high school students in five 
districts. Upon completion, students have obtained the 
skills required to set-up and operate manual and CNC 
equipment, interpret engineering drawings, and perform 
quality inspection processes. 

Westfield Public School District 

Holyoke Public School District 

Pathfinder Regional Vocational-Technical High School 

Chicopee Public School District 

Northampton Public School District

Asnuntuck and Springfield Technical Community Colleges 
offer Manufacturing Technology (Asnuntuck) and 
Mechanical Engineering Technology (STCC) Associate 
degree and Certificate programs that prepare students for 
a myriad of careers in precision manufacturing.

Companies
The Materials and Manufacturing Technology 
Network, led by the Regional Technology Corporation 
(RTC), brings together companies and academic 
institutions with areas of common interest including 
manufacturing, environmental and technology com-
mercialization issues. The main goal of uniting these 
approximately 50 members (companies and individu-
als) is to increase business opportunities and competi-
tiveness by promoting complementary resources and 
shared technologies.

The Western Massachusetts Chapter of the 
National Tooling and Machining Association is a 
formal alliance of more than 60 member companies, 
united to promote the precision machining industry, 
provide critical business intelligence to members. This 
group's main focuses are in public policy as well as the 
development of education, workforce, industry and 
membership. 

Educational Institutions

Resources

The Economic Development Council of Western Massachusetts
1441 Main Street, Springfield, Massachusetts 01103-1406 Phone: (413) 755-1368 Fax: (413) 755-1371

www.westernmassedc.com

The Economic Development Council of Western Massachusetts, along with its affiliated 
partner, the Regional Technology Corporation, supports the manufacturing industry by 
providing a full range of business services including site selection for companies that want 
to locate or expand here, access to incentives and financing and networking to corporate 
or research partners.


