Firearms Manufacturing in Western Mass

The Western Massachusetts
Business Advantage

Everything is closer than you
think- One hour to Boston and
Albany; Three hours to New York
City; Thirty minutes to Hartford

Market Access- Home to
Bradley International Airport and
Westover  Metropolitan  Airport;

Central location in U.S. Northeast
Region; Abundant rail and freight
highway

services;
connectivity

Superb

Knowledge Corridor- The
Hartford-Springfield region, known
as the "Knowledge Corridor" is the
home of 29 colleges and
universities and 100,000 higher
education students, creating one of
the nation’s best-educated
workforces

Among these schools are
prestigious and world-renowned
institutions including the University
of Massachusetts, Smith, Mount
Holyoke and Amherst Colleges

The economy of Western Massachusetts and the entire
Knowledge Corridor Region has been steeped in the production of
firearms since 1777, when George Washington selected
Springfield as the site of the nation's first arsenal. Since that time,
the area has spawned a number of arms manufacturers,
accessory manufacturers and job shops to support the industry.
These maijor players within the world of firearms production, Smith
& Wesson, Savage Arms, Ruger, Colt, Marlin & Mossberg, were
not only an epicenter for innovation during the industrial revolution,
but are still developing advanced manufacturing techniques today.

The region's firearms industry has evolved from supplying the U.S.
military, to becoming the primary supplier of arms to thousands of
law enforcement agencies and commercial dealers worldwide. In
2005 alone, local arms producers manufactured 1.8 million
firearms. Powering this industry is a highly skilled workforce,
steeped in not only the region's tradition as a manufacturing hub,
but also the hunting and shooting sports industries.

Smith and Wesson is one of the region's largest employers with a
full-time workforce of more than 800. Within its facility, the Smith &
Wesson Academy instructs law enforcement personnel from every
state and more than 50 countries. It considered by many of the
country's law enforcement agencies to be one of America's finest
training facilities. Area residents have access to Smith & Wesson
Retail Store and The Smith & Wesson Shooting Center for
licensing, instruction, and recreational shooting on a large range of
rentable lanes.

As a manufacturing mecca, Western Massachusetts offers the
firearms industry a location touting the complete supply chain
required to remain competitive in today's global economy. Local
companies supporting the industry include factories producing
abrasives, cutting tools, fluids and other manufacturing supplies,
shops contracting specialty services, including the production of
forging and castings, as well as major distribution centers with the
advantage of the region's superb infrastructure.

The Knowledge Corridor region, and its firearms manufacturers,
encompasses the majority of this industry world-wide.

For further information contact Mike Graney, Senior
Vice President of Business Development at (413)
755-1300 or mgraney@westernmassedc.com.

www.westernmassedc.com



Firearm Manufacturing Companies and Resources

Companies

Smith & Wesson is the largest manufacturer of handguns in the United
States. Founded in 1840, this manufacturer of firearms and ammunition
maintains its world headquarters in Springfield, from which they continue
to manufacture the weapons of choice for the nation’s police
departments, a tradition since the late 1800’s.
http://www.smith-wesson.com/

The Savage Arms Company is a Westfield firearms manufacturing com-
pany founded in 1894. The company makes a variety of rim fire and
center fire rifles.

http://www.savagearms.com/

Colt Manufacturing is Hartford firearms manufacturer founded in 1847.
Among the most famous products from Colt are the Walker Colt ,"Colt
.45" revolver and M16 production.

http://www.colt.com/

The Marlin Firearms Company of North Haven, CT has manufactured
Marlin high power, center fire, lever action, and .22 caliber rim fire rifles,
as well as shotguns, derringers and revolvers for more than 130 years.

This Remington Arms Company is also the owner of H & R Firearms.
http://www.marlinfirearms.com/

Camfour Inc. is a Westfield retailer of a broad range of firearms,
ammunition, and related accessories to retail sporting goods stores and
dealers throughout the US.

http://www.camfour.com/

Lanber USA is the U.S. headquarters for this Spanish manufacturer of
quality shotguns for hunting and competition, housed within the Camfour
Inc. headquarters.

http://www.lanberusa.com/

U.S. Firearms Manufacturing (U.S.F.A.) is the only gun company still
manufacturing in Hartford, CT, and is the newest company of its kind in
the modern CNC machine world of gun makers. Maxim Silent Firearms
Company is a subsidiary of U.S.F.A.

http://lwww.usfirearms.com/

Westfield Electroplating has been a leader in the plating industry since
1946, producin? over fifty high ()uality finishes.
http://www.westfieldplating.com

The Mosher Company Inc. has been a large supplier to the region’s
metal working and plating industries, operating from Chicopee for more
than 60 years.

http://www.mocomfg.com/

The Fountain Plating Company operates one of the largest custom and
production plating sources in the Northeast from its West Springfield
facilities.

http://www.fountain-plating.com/

Peerless® Handcuff Company was established in 1914 in Springfield,
MA. Over eighty years later, their original swing-through design continues
to be the industry standard. Peerless products are also used by law
enforcement, corrections and military agencies in countries around the
world.

http://www.peerless.net/

Resources

The Materials and Manufacturing Technology
Network, led by the Regional Technology Corporation
(RTC), brings together companies and academic
institutions with areas of common interest including
manufacturing, environmental and technology com-
mercialization issues. The main goal of uniting these
approximately 50 members (companies and
individuals) is to increase business opportunities and
competitiveness by  promoting complementary
resources and shared technologies.

The Western Massachusetts Chapter of the
National Tooling and Machining Association is a
formal alliance of more than 60 member companies,
united to promote the precision machining industry,
provide critical business intelligence to members. This
group's main focuses are in public policy as well as the
development of education, workforce, industry and
membership.

Educational Institutions

Western Massachusetts public schools offer a Machine
Tool Technology Program for high school students in five
districts. Upon completion, students have obtained the
skills required to set-up and operate manual and CNC
equipment, interpret engineering drawings, and perform
quality inspection processes.

Westfield Public School District

Holyoke Public School District

Pathfinder Regional Vocational-Technical High School
Chicopee Public School District

Northampton Public School District

Asnuntuck and Springfield Technical Community Colleges
offer Manufacturing Technology (Asnuntuck) and
Mechanical Engineering Technology (STCC) Associate
degree and Certificate programs that prepare students for
a myriad of careers in precision manufacturing.

The Economic Development Council of Western Massachusetts
1441 Main Street, Springfield, Massachusetts 01103-1406 Phone: (413) 755-1368 Fax: (413) 755-1371
www.westernmassedc.com

The Economic Development Council of Western Massachusetts, along with its affiliated
partner, the Regional Technology Corporation, supports the manufacturing industry by
providing a full range of business services including site selection for companies that want
to locate or expand here, access to incentives and financing and networking to corporate

or research partners.



